
The  
Meadowbrook Messenger 

 
WHAT’S IN US? 

 
“What’s in you?”  A couple of years ago this question was asked by the makers of a popular sports 
drink.  What is in that which you drink to gain energy for the competition ahead?  Is it just water, 
which can only carry you so far and provide a minimal amount of vitality?  Or is it the specialized 
thirst-quenching beverage, which contains unique ingredients designed to help you go further and 
faster?  Of course the commercials led us to believe that their product helped everyone reach their 
goals and push their limits. 
 
In my files I recently found some notes I had taken when reading Rick Warren’s book The Purpose 
Driven Church.  The book was written around 15 years ago now and before reading it I had as-
sumed that its message was more applicable to our more conservative brothers and sisters.  How-
ever a few years ago I was referred to it by a trusted colleague, so I picked up the book and made 
my way through it. 
 
One of the chapters I found most interesting is entitled “What Drives Your Church?”  I sense that it 
is a different way of asking the “What’s in you?” question.  Warren suggests that churches tend to 
be driven by several influences: 
♦ Tradition and what has always been done 
♦ Personality, usually the minister and what he or she wants 
♦ Finances and how much something will cost 
♦ Maintaining and sustaining certain programs (choir, youth, etc) 
♦ The building and its maintenance 
♦ Large events that keep people busy 
♦ Reaching out for the unchurched 
 
None of these influences are necessarily negative, and as I reviewed the list I saw Meadowbrook 
fitting neatly under some of the influences.  But Warren argues that churches need to be driven in-
stead by something more refreshing and long-lasting.  That thing is purpose.  
♦ Why do we exist?   
♦ Why are we here?   
♦ What does God intend for us to do?   
♦ What does God want to do through our church and its ministry?   
 
Plans, programs, buildings, and personalities don’t last.  God’s purpose does. 
 
I would invite you to join in this kind of discernment process.  Let’s think and pray about it.  “What’s 
in us?” 
 
Peace and grace, 

     Art   
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CHURCH ATTENDANCECHURCH ATTENDANCECHURCH ATTENDANCECHURCH ATTENDANCE    
6/27 144 
7/4    77 
7/11 122 
7/18 124  
     

                           
Acolytes 

 Please see posted schedule. 
 

Deacon on Call 
Margot Kincheloe 

 
Fellowship Hour 

8/1 Benevolence 
8/8 Social Service 
8/15 Deacons 
8/22 Music 
8/29 Christian Education 

 
Greeters 

8/1 Lyon; Gross 
8/8 McKillop and Parr/Buckland 
8/15 Worth/Jorgensen; Rowlette/Lawton 
8/22 Steves; Scheller/Boggia 
8/29 Raeon/Trout; Wonnacott 
 

Liturgists 
8/1 Carol Vandenberg 
8/8 Katie Raeon 
8/15 Sue Brown 
8/22 Tina Goodearl 
8/29 Lee Gross 
 

Nursery 
8/1 Pouliot 
8/8 Worth 
8/15 Gross/Graham 
8/22 Barry 
8/29 Rief 
 
      Tellers and Trustees 

8/1  Hyde/Worth; Open/Goodearl 
8/15 Darrow/Gaines; Gaines/Darrow 
8/22 Trout/Raeon; Gress/Mills 
8/29 Barry/Miller/Goodpasture; Dunwell/Open 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
. 

GOD’S BLESSINGS ON YOUR  

SPECIAL DAY 

Happy Birthday  
8/1 Patti Hokett 
 Norm Kubitskey 
8/2 Tessa Kellar 
 Chase Sparling 
8/3 Madison Goodpasture 
 Colin Gross 
8/4 Robbie Darrow 
 Margaret Peterson 
8/5 Daniel Vela 
8/7 David Pouliot 
8/8 Lucas Dieffenbaugher 
8/9 Chelsea Gress 
8/10 John Hague 
8/11 John Chamberlain 
8/12 Larry Becker 
 Tom Dewey 
8/14 Benjamin Maynard 
8/15 Cari Abrego 
 David Sparling III 
8/16 Dorean Gasser  
8/19 Mason Goodpasture 
8/20 David Wallen 

8/21 David Brown 
 Makayla Smith 
8/22 Katherine Schelling 
8/23 Jacob Graham 
8/24 Andrea Prisbylla 
 Marilyn Worth 
8/25 Michele Fecht 
 Natalie Gaines 
 Tracy Darrow 
8/28 James Hague 
8/30 Greg Goodearl 
 Eric Pearson 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Are you a August birthday or anniver-
sary, and you don’t see your name on 
the list?  Just give Nancy a call and she’ll 
make sure to make the correction. 
8/1 Shin & Kathy Takeshita 
8/3 John & Judy Chamberlain 
8/9 Larry & Martha Becker 
8/12 Mary & Jenny Bayer 
8/15 Steve & Andrea Matera 

CIRCLE OF LOVE…  CIRCLE OF LOVE…  CIRCLE OF LOVE…  CIRCLE OF LOVE…      
… Laura Rief recuperating from surgery. 
… Dick Hearn and family on the passing of Dot.   
 

FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …    
… Helen Galindo in honor of her grandson Ricky Galindo’s high 

school graduation and acceptance to the United States Military 
Academy—West Point. 

…  Lisa Munerance in honor of her dad Richard Munerance on  
     Father’s Day. 
…  in Memory of David Dunwell-son, brother, and uncle to the  
      Dunwells and Sparlings. 
…  by Clara and David Fecht in celebration of Steve Fecht’s  
    birthday.     Happy Birthday, Dad!!! 
…  Art and Deb Hirshfield in celebration of their 30th wedding  
      anniversary. 
…  by Fred and Joan Courville in celebration of their 53rd wedding          

anniversary. 
 

FLOWER DEDICATIONS are available on August 8, 15 and 22.  
The signup poster is in the main hallway outside of Fellowship Hall. 

 
 
 
 



 
SUMMER SUNDAY VESPERS 

The final Summer Sunday Vespers will be held on August 22 beginning at 7:30pm. 
We hope that the members and friends of Meadowbrook who find it difficult to attend 
worship on Sunday morning in the summer will plan to join us for Summer Vespers. 
 
Vespers is a shorter, more informal service of worship, based on the same Scripture 
lesson of the regular Sunday service.  The songs are led by keyboard and guitar and 
the message of the evening is sometimes presented in drama.   
 

 
CHICKEN FEST—Yes, you read that right!  IT’S CHICKEN FEST TIME! 

Word has just arrived from Mr. Chicken! He is all rested up and ready for this 
year’s Chickenfest which will be held Sunday September 12th from 11:30am to 
4:00pm. Tickets will go on sale Sunday August 22nd before and after worship in 
Fellowship Hall.  Help is needed in all aspects of this important fundraiser, from 
selling tickets to preparing and serving the food, to set up and clean up.   If you 
would like to help out on the Chickenfest contact Charlie Hokett. So mark your calendar to attend 
this year’s Chickenfest.  Can’t stay and eat?  

Carry out dinners will be available. Come early...eat often! 
 
 

MERRY WIDOWS 
The Merry Widows will be meeting for lunch and fellowship on Thursday, August 19 at 11:30am at 
Moe’s on 10 Mile—just west of Haggerty.  A signup sheet is in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

FRIENDS AT MEADOWBROOK... 
The summer months are times for relaxation and rejuvenation from the everyday routine of our busy 
lives.  What a wonderful time of the year.  We need to be aware, however, that our beautiful 
“Meadowbrook” needs constant care and attention.  So, if you are on vacation or just playing hooky 
for a Sunday, please make sure you keep your weekly pledge up-to-date.  Our bills keep coming 
each week and the Church needs your continuous support.  Thank You,  The Board of Trustees 

Meadowbrook Congregational Church 
Income and Expense Statement 

June 30, 2010 
 

 Income: 
 Total Income       
        Current Period:        $  15,732.87 
        Year to Date:           $ 133,817.48 
        Annual Budget:        $284,250.00 
        Budget Received        47% 
 
 Excess Income/Expenses: 
       Current Period:         -$  6,337.03 Year to date: -$4,826.45 
 
 Bridge to the Future (Monthly): 
  Pledged:           $   5,188.00 
  Received:           $   1,675.00 

    

Expenses: 
 Total Expenses 
        Current Period:          $   22,069.90 
        Year to Date:             $ 138,643.93 
        Annual Budget:          $284,350.00 
        Budget Used:                          49% 



   
NOVI EMERGENCY  FOOD BANK 

The collection basket can be found outside Fellowship Hall.  In August, we are collecting:  Fruit—
canned and juice. 
 

BOOK CLUB 
Our August selection is Tracy Chevalier’s Girl With a Pearl Earring.  This is the story of a young girl 
who becomes the inspiration of one of the Dutch artist Vermeer’s most celebrated paintings. Copies 
of the book are available; please see Colleen Foster.   Join us on Tuesday, August 10 at 7:30pm for 
a discussion. 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Looking for a gold bracelet, woman’s coat or flowered umbrella?  Check out the Lost and Found box 
in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
The Board of Trustees is seeking the help of Meadowbrook’s members and 
friends for a couple of work day projects in early August.  On Saturday, August 7 
there will be a Summer Garden Cleanup from 9 a.m. until noon.  We will weed 
many of the landscape beds surrounding the church and trim the shrubs.  Bring 
your hedge trimmers, rakes, and lawn waste bags.  If you can help, please call 
the church office or sign up on a list in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
On the following day, Sunday August 8, after Coffee Hour, the carpets in the Christian Education 
wing and in the Fellowship Hall will be cleaned.  Home Depot has generously provided us with a 
couple cleaning machines and shampoo.  We simply need someone to operate the equipment and 
to move furniture out of the way.  If you can help, please call the office or sign up on a list in the Fel-
lowship Hall. 
 
 

 

 Save the Date   
 Fall Rummage  

 Sale Week   
   October 10 -16 

 
 

LARGE OUTDOOR TENT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 
The 20’x20’ tent is available for rent at the cost of $100.  It is perfect for the summer graduation par-
ties and any outdoor events.  Call the church office for more information. 
 
 

THE GARDENS NEEDS A GARDENER OR TWO 
Anyone wishing to help keep the church’s landscaped beds attractive and weed-less this year is wel-
come to choose a section and label it on the plan on the Trustees bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 



AUGUST 

MEADOWBROOK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
8/1  Worship:  Sermon— “Bigger Barns” 
  Waltonwood Worship Service 1pm 
 
8/8  Worship:  Sermon— “At Your Best” 
   
8/10 Book Club 7:30pm 
 
8/12 Advisory Meeting 7pm 
 
8/15 Worship—Guest preacher—Benjamin Maynard 
 
8/22 Worship-Guest preacher—Sam Shinozaki 
  Summer Evening Vespers 7:30pm 
 
8/23 The Messenger deadline 
 
8/29 Worship:  Sermon: “Fitting In” 

The Meadowbrook Messenger is a monthly newsletter of Meadowbrook Congregational Church.  The church is located at 21355 Meadowbrook Road, 
between Eight and Nine Mile roads in Novi, Michigan.  The Senior Minister is Rev. Arthur P. Ritter.  Sunday Worship Service and Church School begin 
at 10am. Meadowbrook is a member of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches.  The church phone number is (248) 348-7757 
and the mailing address is 21355 Meadowbrook Road, Novi, MI 48375-5245. www.mbccc.org; email contact is office@mbccc.org 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
8/1 How does a spider build a web?  

8/8 Let’s build a ground bug trap?  

8/15 How about a flying bug trap?   

8/22 Where do flies come from?  

8/29 What do birds eat? 

    

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE! 
The Boards of Christian Education and Social Services are co-sponsoring a School Supply Drive during the months of July and Au-

gust.  Items most needed are backpacks (new and gently used), crayons, pencils, markers, glue sticks, paper, folders, and note-

books.  During the summer, the stores usually have amazing sales on school supplies.  Please pick up some of these needed items 

and drop them in the marked bin in Fellowship Hall.  All donations will be delivered to Northville Civic Concern which serves the 

under-served of Northville and Northville Township. 

 

LOOK FOR AN E-NEWSLETTER FOR THE PRESCHOOL THROUGH 5TH GRADE CHURCH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
As a way to keep better connected with our preschool through 5

th
 grade Church School students, we will begin sending an elec-

tronic newsletter to their home emails beginning this September. Titled, The Church Mouse, the e-newsletter will be available the 

week before the start of each Church School unit. It will offer a preview of the upcoming unit and activities, information for par-

ents, library book suggestions, service projects, puzzles, trivia and other fun stuff. 

 

We are asking all Church School parents of children in preschool through 5
th

 grade to make sure that Nancy Ryder has the correct 

email to forward the newsletter. Please contact Nancy at office@mbccc.org  

 

So what about our middle and high school students? We are looking for talented writers, editors, artists and designers who might 

be willing to create an e-newsletter for teens. We know we have creative kids in our program. Let us know if you are interested in 

putting together an e-newsletter, or have other ideas for staying connected to your church. Please see Colleen Foster. 
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             Bill’s Residential Services 
                 “Your Personal Handyman” 

Quality Service & Repairs  Home Repairs, Improvements,  
    Ceramic Tile, Drywall and Other Home Services 

        Pavers and Garden Wall 
        Power Washing and Exterior Cleaning                     
        Deck Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs  
         
  

  

Computer Problems Solved 
 Problems with: 

 Computer    Internet 
 Internet Security   Printer 
 Wireless Communication  Scanner 
             Anything else 

 
 Don L. Gaines—References Available 

  Call: 734-451-7509 

  Cell: 313-815-9755 
 

Has solved many MBCC and its members problems. 

Tel# (248) 330-7517 
A Member of  
Meadowbrook  

Congregational  Church 
Since 1996 

 

RECIPES 

Breakfast     

Brunch Lunch 
 
39297 Grand River Avenue 
(Grand River and Haggerty) 

     Farmington Hills  
 248 477-2600 

 
Present this ad receive ½ off an 

entrée with the purchase                   
of an entrée equal  

to or greater. 
 

Monday—Friday 7am—2:30pm 
Saturday—Sunday 7am—3pm 

 
 

 

 


