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A CHURCH’S GREATEST ASSET 

 
Church Bulletin Bits tells a familiar old story about a certain mountain village in Europe where 
several centuries ago a nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his townspeople.  
At last he decided to build them a church.  No one saw the complete plans for the church until it 
was finished.  When the people gathered, they marveled at its beauty and completeness.  Then 
someone said, “But where are the lamps?  How will the church be lighted?”  The nobleman 
pointed to some brackets in the walls.  Then he gave to each family or person a lamp which 
they were to bring with them each time they came to worship.  “Each time you are here the area 
where you are seated will be lighted,” the nobleman said.  “Each time you are not here, the area 
will be dark.  This is to remind you that whenever you fail to come to worship, some part of 
God’s house will be dark.” 
 
Understanding that the summer season is just before us, I would urge you to consider the les-
son of this tale and the value of your presence in worship at Meadowbrook Congregational 
Church.  Worship is the place where the energy and spirit of the congregation is created and 
reflected to others.  Worship attendance helps keep people interested in the fellowship activities 
and ministries of the church.  Worship attendance fuels support of stewardship, outreach, and 
education.  Worship attendance keeps the lights on literally and figuratively. 
 
I am aware of the appeal of cottages, beaches, lakes and rivers.  I look forward to some time 
away myself.  This summer I pray that all of us will find relaxation and peace in our Sabbath 
time of rest.  But if you are in the area, remember that your presence at worship is needed this 
summer.  If you are not here, Meadowbrook is not what it can be or should be.  If you are not 
here, part of God’s house is dark.     
 
Have a blessed summer! 
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SUMMER SUNDAY VESPERS 
 

This summer Meadowbrook Congregational Church will again hold a Sunday evening service of 
worship once a month.  Summer Sunday Vespers will be held on June 20, July 18, and Au-
gust 22 beginning at 7:30pm. We hope that the members and friends of Meadowbrook who 
find it difficult to attend worship on Sunday morning in the summer will plan to join us for Sum-
mer Vespers. 
 
Vespers are a shorter, more informal service of worship, based on the same Scripture lesson of 
the regular Sunday service.  The songs are led by keyboard and guitar and the message of the 
evening is sometimes presented in drama.   
 
 



CHURCH ATTENDANCECHURCH ATTENDANCECHURCH ATTENDANCECHURCH ATTENDANCE    
4/25 178 
5/2  162 
5/9  182 
5/16 155 
5/23 214  

 
 

 
                         

 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 
 Please see posted schedule. 
 

Deacon on Call 
Ellie Jorgensen 

 
Fellowship Hour 

6/6 Shinozaki, Gaines, Wright, Trout 
6/13     Music 
6/20     Deacons—Ice Cream Social 
6/27     Music 
 

Greeters 
    6/6 Lucy Shinozaki/Marilyn Worth 
 Jim & Barb Miller 
    6/13 Jim Trout/Mary Crockett 
 John & Kristie Hague 
    6/20 Paul & Susan Brown 
 Jan Boggia/Deb Hirshfield 
    6/27 Ellie Jorgensen/Vicki Gaines 
 John Buckland/Denise Pearson 
 

Liturgists 
6/6 Marilyn Worth 
6/13 Mary Crockett 
6/20 Jim Trout 
6/27 Jean Trout 
 

Nursery 
6/6 Brown 
6/13 Dieffenbaugher 
6/20 Polidori/Broda 
6/27 Fecht 
 
      Tellers and Trustees 
6/6 John Hyde & Marilyn Worth 
  Joyce Fortier & Greg Goodearl 
6/13 Sue Darrow & Sally Gaines 
  Don Gaines & Bob Darrow 
6/20 Dave Wallen & Steve Kellar 
  Bruce Gress & Lee Mills 
6/27 Jim Trout & Katie Raeon 
  Dave Wonnacott & Paul Brown 

    
    
NEW ADDRESS…NEW ADDRESS…NEW ADDRESS…NEW ADDRESS…    
 Emily Shannon 
 37501 Joy Road #132 
 Westland MI 48185 
 Phone number is unchanged 

GOD’S BLESSINGS ON YOUR  
SPECIAL DAY 

Happy Birthday  
6/1 Kim Hall 
 Emily Shannon 
6/2 Joan Courville 
 Austin Kellar 
 Matthew Terry 
6/3 Kai Brodersen 
6/4 Kelly Brown 
6/5 Thelma Kubitskey 
6/6 JT Lyon 
6/7 Janet Goldberg 
6/9 Linda Jo Hare 
6/12 Kay Crowell 
6/13 Regina Brodersen 
 Richard Hall 
 Carrie Schelling 
 Susan Schmidt 
 Dorothy Swanson 
6/17 Alex Darrow 
6/19 Margery Bates 
 Bob Wilkins 
6/20 Molly Hokett 
 Jennifer Loebig 
6/21 Daniel Zajac 
6/23 Bill Jenkins 
6/24 Kellie Wallen 

6/25 Geraldine Bessler 
6/25 Carl Parr 
 Colleen Terry 
6/27 Steve Fecht 
 David Schelling 
6/28 Rob Stawski 
6/29 Richard Pointon 
 Bette Struk 
6/30 William Hunt 
 Chase Simino 
 

Happy Anniversary 
6/4  Don & Karen Lee 
6/7 Vito & Cari Abrego 
6/13 John & Nikki Goodpasture 
6/16 Robert & Colleen Terry 
6/17 Dick & Pat Dunwell 
 Charlie & Patti Hokett 
 Sam & Lucy Shinozaki 
6/19 Dick & Dot Hearn 
6/22 Bill & Barbara Jenkins 
 
Are you a June birthday or anniversary, 
and you don’t see your name on the list?  
Just give Nancy a call and she’ll make 
sure to make the correction. 

CIRCLE OF LOVE…  CIRCLE OF LOVE…  CIRCLE OF LOVE…  CIRCLE OF LOVE…      
… Kathleen Bayer-Osborne, fractured arm. 
… Lois Winters, surgery. 
… Dave Crockett, hospitalized. 
… Dot Hearn, hospice. 
 

FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …FLOWERS WERE GIVEN BY …    
… Barbara Vanderhoff in memory of her parents, William and Wilhelmina 

Freu. 
… Sandy Terry in thank you to the Christian Education Director, the teach-

ers and shepherds for all they do for our children. 
… In honor of Katherine Bailey Martin on her baptism, with love from Mom 

and Dad. 
… His family, in grateful celebration of Dr. Jeffrey A. Dunwell’s graduation 

from   the University of Michigan School of Dentistry on May 7, 2010 
… Jim and Melissa Lewis in celebration of their 11th wedding anniversary. 
… The parents of the Confirmation Class of 2010 in celebration: Brian 

Brown, Nicholas Graham, Jimmy Hague, Daniel Pouliot and Travis 
Sparling. 

… Marilyn Conner in memory of Mildred and Arthur White, parents of           
Marilyn Conner.  

 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS…SUMMER OFFICE HOURS…SUMMER OFFICE HOURS…SUMMER OFFICE HOURS…    

     Monday through Thursday, 8:30am—1:30pm 
    
 
 
   



                                            SUMMER CAMP 
Michigan Congregational Summer Camp is open to all children in grades 3 through 8.  The camp will  be 
held at Camp Copneconic in Fenton, Michigan from August 1 through 6.  Last year 16 children, youth 
and adults from Meadowbrook attended.  As a first timer, I was amazed at the amount of activities the 
camp provided; along with daily Bible lessons, there is boating, swimming, zip lines, rock climbing, rope 
courses to name a few.  It truly was a wonderful experience.  Please see me for more information or 

for registration packets.  �����������	�
�
�

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
All children preschool through 5th grade are invited to participate in VBS on July 19 through 23 from 9:45 until 11:30 am.  Our 
theme is High Seas Expedition:  Exploring the Mighty Love of God.  Join us for crafts, games, snacks, Bible stories, video, songs and 
fun as we learn about God’s word.  Volunteers are needed!  We need a lot of volunteers to help make this year’s VBS program a 
success.  Adults, middle school students and high school students are all welcome to help!  Childcare for little ones of volunteers is 
provided. A signup sheet is available in Fellowship Hall. 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Summer Sunday School starts June 20 and runs through September 5 for all children preschool through 5th grade.  Join Don Gaines and his help-
ers as he leads the children to a better understanding of God’s world through science.  The children will take part in hands-on projects as well as 
simple science experiments.   Helpers are needed!  Middle and High School students as well as adults may sign up in Fellowship Hall to assist 
Don. �
 
6/20 Plant Pilgrim Garden  6/27 Bicycle Safety  7/4 Let’s build a bug display box! 
7/11 Let’s make a habitat for amphibians! 7/18 What is an insect?  7/25 What is an arachnid? 
8/1 How does a spider build a web? 8/8 Let’s build a ground bug trap? 8/15 How about a flying bug trap? 
8/22 Where do flies come from?  8/29 What do birds eat?  9/5 Ice Cream Sunday 
 

WELCOME TO THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2010… 
Bryan Brown  Nicholas Graham  Jimmy Hague  David Pouliot  Travis Sparling 

 
FROM OUR CHURCH LIBRARY-���������	
�����
���������	  

Who made God? Can God hear my prayers? Why does God let people die?  These are some of the questions that children will 
always ask.  Harold S. Kushner, the author of �����
�����������������	������������� , seeks to help parents and teachers under-
stand a child’s fears, fantasies, and religious needs in this 1989 book found in Meadowbrook’s library.  Kushner provides sensitive 
advice for dealing with a child’s questions concerning God’s existence, Bible miracles, illness and bereavements. In reading to find 
guidance for their children, many parents may find their own questions answered in this straightforward and commonsense ap-
proach to religion.—��
�������
	��
�

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 
Anyone  who is interested in volunteering in our Church School, Vacation Bible School, or Nursery programs this summer needs to 
attend an orientation meeting and fill out a volunteer application  before working with children and youth.  If you have already 
attended the fall 2009 meeting and filled out the 2009 form, you are set through August.  We will have a meeting in June. 
 

THANK YOU… 
As the 2009/2010 Church School year draws to a close, it is time again to recognize our volunteers and thank all the teachers, 
shepherds, helpers, and nursery workers for sharing their time and talents with our program.  Your efforts are truly appreciated. 
Thanks also to our Pilgrim Fellowship Advisors, Greg and Tina Goodearl and Dorean and Russ Gasser.  Thank you for leading our 
youth in activities, discussions, fellowship and fun.�

 
CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

Throughout this past school year, our theme in Church School was God Calls Us to Serve.  The children learned about this through 
the various stories in our Workshop Rotations, including Samuel; Abraham and Sarah; Heritage; Advent; Jesus’ Baptism; Mary 
and Martha; The Lord’s Prayer; Peter and John; and Peacemakers.  We tried to answer  the call by helping different groups in our 
surrounding communities.  These include Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries (collected toiletries, provided and decorated pillow-
cases); Northville Civic Concern (collected school supplies, made dry soup mixes); Novi Emergency Food Bank (collected canned 
goods; raised and donated money); Church of the Holy Family’s Clothes Closet (collected warm outerwear); and C.S. Mott Chil-
dren’s Hospital (assembled no-sew fleece blankets).  



    NOVI EMERGENCY  FOOD BANK 
The collection basket can be found outside Fellowship Hall.  In June, we are collecting:  Cooking supplies—flour, 
sugar, salt and pepper, and oil.    

 
SOAP, SHAMPOO AND TOOTHBRUSHES—An Ongoing Collection 

When you travel this summer, please remember those less fortunate than you, and pick up the small samples of soap, 
shampoo and toothbrushes you find in hotels.  An ongoing collection here at Meadowbrook will be given to the Detroit 
Rescue Mission, Novi Emergency Food Bank, and Northville Civic Concern for those in need. Donations can be left in 
Fellowship Hall. And as always…We are collecting reading glasses, printer and toner cartridges and used cell phones. 
 

DO YOU ORDER OFFICE SUPPLIES ONLINE? 
We have established a priority account with Staples...every time you use the account the church is given larger dis-
counts on the office supplies.  Check it out at: stapleslink.com—our account number is: 1648884DET You will need to 
set up your own user ID and password. 
 

WALTONWOOD WORSHIP SERVICE 
If you would like to participate in the Meadowbrook outreach service at Waltonwood, please signup in Fellowship Hall.  
There are opportunities to: distribute bulletins and greet, read the liturgy, and short meditation.  The next service is June 
6 at 1pm. 
 

CIRCLE GARDEN PROJECT UPDATE 
A new project board has been placed in Fellowship Hall, and now that the project has received the final approval it can 
move forward.  The board shows an enlarged sketch, steps to complete the work, total estimated cost,  donation update 
and miscellaneous information.  At the last Trustee meeting, the idea of inscribed brick pavers was discussed—watch for 
more details on this important part of the project.  
 

MERRY WIDOWS MEET FOR LUNCH AND FELLOWSHIP 
The Merry Widows group will meet on Thursday, June 17 at Recipes Restaurant (Grand River and Haggerty) 11:30am.  
A signup sheet is in Fellowship Hall. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
All men of the church are invited to Men’s Breakfast on Wednesday, June 9th at 6:30am.  A signup sheet is in Fellowship 
Hall.  If you would like to host the breakfast, please indicate on the signup sheet. 

 
BOOK CLUB 

Our June selection is Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden.  Golden, a student of Japanese art and language, paints a 
remarkably true-sounding account of one woman's training and practice as a geisha.  Copies of the book are available at 
church; please see Colleen Foster.  The discussion will take place on Tuesday, June 8 at 7:30 pm. 
 

LIKE TO GARDEN?  
Anyone wishing to help keep the church landscaped beds attractive and weed-less this year is welcome to choose a 
section and label it on the plan on the Trustees bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Meadowbrook Congregational Church 
Income and Expense Statement 

April 30, 2010 
 

 Income: 
 Total Income       
        Current Period:        $  32,928.41 
        Year to Date:           $  94,362.64 
        Annual Budget:        $284,250.00 
        Budget Received        33% 
 
 Excess Income/Expenses: 
       Current Period:         $  17,619.29  Year to date: $955.93 
 
 Bridge to the Future (Monthly): 
  Pledged:           $   5,188.00 
  Received:           $   2,980/00 

    

Expenses: 
 Total Expenses 
        Current Period:          $  15,309.12 
        Year to Date:             $  93,406.71 
        Annual Budget:          $284,350.00 
        Budget Used:                          33% 



JUNE 
MEADOWBROOK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

 
 6/6 Worship: “Plan B”  
  New Members Received   
  Waltonwood Worship service 1pm 
   
 6/7 Worship Study Committee 7pm 
  
 6/18 Book Club 7:30pm 
 
 6/9 Men’s Breakfast 6:30am 
  Last choir rehearsal  
 
 6/13 Worship: Jon Forslund is preaching 
  Bible Bucks 
  Choir Appreciation Sunday 
  Board of Social Services 11:30am 
 
 6/16 Board of Music 6pm 
 
 6/17 Board of Christian Education 7pm 
  Board of Deacons 7:30pm 
 
 6/20 Worship: “Fugitive or Pilgrim” 
  Father’s Day—Ice Cream Social 
  Evening Vespers 7:30pm 
 
 6/27 Worship: “The Mantle” 

The Meadowbrook Messenger is a monthly newsletter of Meadowbrook Congregational Church.  The church is located at 21355 Meadowbrook Road, 
between Eight and Nine Mile roads in Novi, Michigan.  The Senior Minister is Rev. Arthur P. Ritter.  Sunday Worship Service and Church School begin 
at 10am. Meadowbrook is a member of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches.  The church phone number is (248) 348-7757 
and the mailing address is 21355 Meadowbrook Road, Novi, MI 48375-5245. www.mbccc.org; email contact is office@mbccc.org 

 
BLOOD DONORS NEEDED 

Where:  Good Shepherd  Lutheran Church 
              41415 W. Nine Mile Road, Novi  
             (corner of Nine Mile and Meadowbrook) 
When:    Thursday, June 24th 
Time:      3:00-9:00pm 
  

Schedule an appointment at  www.givelife.org  Sponsor code: GSN 
  
Also, mark your calendars for Meadowbrook's next blood drive scheduled for Monday, September 20th from 1-7:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
  
Thank you for supporting your community with your gift of life. Blood Drive Coordinators: Carol Riddell, Sandra Terry, 
Tom Dewey 
 
 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVED THE FAMILIES AT RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE… 
Gail and Dave McKillop, Don and Vicki Wonnacott, Karen Lafayette, Brian Rief, Sandy Terry, Marlene Stawski, and 
Marilyn Worth. This is a wonderful hands-on opportunity to serve those families whose children are fighting life threaten-
ing diseases.  The families are always very grateful for the meals we have prepared and those who volunteer look for-
ward to returning to serve again and again.   



  Meadowbrook Congregational Church                October 2008  

The 
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Address Correction Requested 

 

             Bill’s Residential Services 
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Computer Problems Solved 
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�
 Don L. Gaines����������	�����������

  Call: 734-451-7509 
  Cell: 313-815-9755 
�

Has solved many MBCC and its members problems. 

Tel# (248) 330-7517 
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RECIPES 

Breakfast     
Brunch Lunch 
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Present this ad receive ½ off an 

entrée with the purchase                   
of an entrée equal  

to or greater. 
 

Monday—Friday 7am—2:30pm 
Saturday—Sunday 7am—3pm 

 
 

 

 


