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| once preached an excellent sermon. | didn’t know how good it was until it was over. The
sermon was about taking the chance of faith and embracing the risk of possibility. The next morning
| received a phone call from the church organist. She mentioned that my sermon meant a great deal
to her and that she had decided to take the risk of leaving her position as organist and pursuing an-
other dream. | was stunned! Her actions seemed so reckless and foolish. | was being done in by
my own sermon. Suddenly | started preaching the value of caution to her, asking her to deliberate
before venturing toward dreams. She agreed to stay another three months. But | think she was
puzzled as to why | wasn't as excited as she was about her future plans.

| remember the story of a wealthy executive who retired and went to work as a sexton in a
Roman Catholic Church. One night while cleaning he heard a voice coming from the statue of a
saint. The voice said, “Go and sell everything you have and follow me.” The voice was so real that
the man went to the bank, withdrew all of his savings, wrote a single check for the church’s outreach
fund, and then left to join a monastery. When he didn’t return home, his family called the police and
reported him missing. When they heard what he had done, they put him in a mental hospital for ob-
servation.

Those who act upon dreams and who follow stars are rare in our so-called enlightened age.
We find it difficult to give our lives to anything we cannot be sure of. We prefer to live life with cer-
tainty. When our hours are filled with practical affairs, it seems ridiculous to place our confidence in
voices, dreams, and even sermons.

The season of Epiphany is the observance of the wise men’s visit to the manger at Bethle-
hem. It is the celebration of people following a star, listening to voices, and heeding a dream. It is
the recognition that sometimes we must succumb to the foolish wisdom of our imaginations and risk
the journey of an impossible dream.

Epiphany is an invitation to go on a foolish journey, one that we cannot order or control, fol-
lowing a way we cannot comprehend. That journey sounds an awful lot like life. That way sounds

an awful lot like faith. -
Annual Meeting

Let’s follow that star! Please plan to attend the Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 27, 2008
Art

In the Meeting House
Immediately following Fellowship Hour
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Our selection for January is The Tenth Circle by Jodi
Picoult. This is a novel about the temptation to play
God and its dangerous repercussions. Other novels
written by this author have provided a lot of discus-
sion for our book club; this one promises to do that
as well. Pick up a copy of this book at the library or
bookstore and join us on Tuesday, January 8 at 7:30
p.m. for discussion and treats.
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Second Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

February 2008 — The Beekeeper’'s Apprentice
by Laurie R. King

March 2008 — Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
by Lisa See

April 2008 — True and Outstanding Adventures of the
Hunt Sisters
by Elizabeth Robinson

May 2008 — Glass Castle: A Memaoir
by Jeannette Walls

June 2008 — Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio: How
My Mother Raised 10 Kids on 25 Words or Less
by Terry Ryan
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The first Meadowbrook Congregational
Church’s Men Breakfast was a tremen-
dous success. Twenty-one men gath-
ered for food and fellowship on a cold,
icy, December morning. Thanks go out
to Norm Kubitskey, Dave McKillop, and Art Ritter
for preparing a hearty breakfast of scrambled
eggs, toast, and of course-bacon!

The following dates have been set for future
Men’s Breakfasts with volunteers to cook on the
respective dates. Please mark your calendars
now!

February 13: Don Gaines, Jack Canfield, Char-
lie Hokett and Bill Osborne

April 2:  Dave McKillop, Rich Mazurkiewicz,
David Gaines, Bob Smith, and Dave Wonnacott
June 11: Steve Fecht and Paul Brown
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In November, Meadowbrook Church received
into full membership:

Noel and Nancy Huyck
Rose Mahlebashian
Barbara Perkett
Peggy Wright

Welcome all into the life of Meadowbrook.
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Almost every day of the week (including Satur-
days) Meadowbrook is used as a place of meet-
ings, worship, and fellowship. In order that the
church continues to be a place of beauty,
please...

If you use it, put it away.

If you dirty it, clean it.

If you break it, fix it (or tell someone so it can

be fixed)

If you get it out, put it back.

If you...well, you get the drift.
Thank you to all—for the hard work you do for all
of us. The Clean Up Crew
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There have been a number of contribution enve-
lopes this year that have not been filled out with
the members name. Please make sure you
write you name on the envelope so we can en-
sure your contribution is assigned to your ac-
count. David Gaines, Chairperson of the Board
of Trustees

The Meadowbrook Messenger is a monthly newsletter of Meadowbrook Congregational Church. The church is located at 21355
Meadowbrook Road, between Eight and Nine Mile roads in Novi, Michigan. The Senior Minister is Rev. Arthur P. Ritter. Sun-
day Worship Service and Church School begin at 10 a.m. Meadowbrook is a member of the National Association of Congrega-
tional Christian Churches. The church phone number is (248) 348-7757 and the mailing address is 21355 Meadowbrook Road,

Novi, M| 48375-5245.
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November 25 170
December 2 165 ..
December 9 215 B ——
December 16 O - Church canceled due to January 6 Sue Brown
extremely heavy snow January 13 Jean Trout
January 20  Frank Maynard
January 27  Carol Vandenberg
e 17es B ot i January 6 Nominations
‘;.I‘@@-_- S _hJ_'.@SJSJ_'.EE.‘gjﬁ on Vj@‘ll_'.l"r' January 13  Deacons
January 20  Christian Education
Sharon Brown 1/2 Ruth Flammer 1/26 January 27  Women'’s Services
Judie Gorden 1/3 Taylor Greybiel 1/27
Carol Vandenberg  1/3 Hope Goodearl 1/29 — -
Karen Becker 1/6 Leo Devine 1/31 January 6 Jim & Barb Miller
Logan Terry 1/6 Dana Devine 1/31 Jean Trout
Mary Cornett 1/9 Alex VanNocker 1/31 January 13 Robert and Barb Abitz
Cynthia Lyon 1/11 Pouliot Family
Robert Squire 1/12 Happy Anniversary to: January 20  Mary Crockett
Frederick Courville  1/14 Greg and Tina Goodearl Vela Family
Elizabeth Wagner 1/14 Carl and Denise Parr January 27 Marilyn Worth
Diane Chambers 1/15 Robert and Tamara Stawski Kubitsky Family
Douglas Browne 1/16 Jim and Julia Sechler
Kevin Daugherty 1/17 Sam and Diane Ahlquist *
Robert Fair 1/17 Frank Maynard
Richard Munerance 1/20 Are you a January birthday or
Melva Damerau 1/22 anniversary, and you don't see | s
Jean Lawrence 1/23 your name on the list? Just give .
W. Steven Pearson 1/24 Nancy a call and she'll make |We are currently running about
Sam VanNocker 1/25 sure to make the correction. $36,000 behind budget. It would
Jameson Boerema  1/26 be very helpful to bring your
pledges up to date. If you find it in
NEE CIRCLE OF A your heart, and you feel the call,
LOVE.. 5y Because please feel_ fre_e to make an addi-
’ _ - yg& Cdre... |tional contribution.
The Ahren’s Family—Bill's mother and

father had surgery in December
Doreen Gasser—herniated disc
Daniel Vela—recovering from minor surgery
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The Board of Social Services is planning a visit to the Ronald
McDonald House in Ann Arbor on Friday, January 4. Volun-
teers are needed to drive and to serve meals. We will leave
Novi around 4:20 p.m. and arrive in Ann Arbor by 5:15 p.m.
We should be done by 8:00 p.m. after clean up. If you can
help prepare food at the church on Thursday evening, January
3rd, that would also be great! We're hoping to have some vol-
unteers who have a van or SUV so we can carpool. The
minimum age for volunteering is 17 years. Signup in the Fel-
lowship Hall or contact Kathy Takeshita at 248 349-4891.

David Gaines, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees
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A devoted, nurturing community of
Christian faith that is committed to
support, sacrifice, and participa-
tion of all of our members and
friends; building upon our core val-
ues of fellowship, teaching and
learning, caring, faith and celebra-
tion of life within and beyond the
walls of our church.
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. Please plan to help take down
. the holiday greens in the Meet-
ing House and fellowship hall
on Saturday, January 6th, at
9:00 a.m.—Many hands make
light work.

Do we have your
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We will be sending out weekly 2
email messages highlighting ‘ g8
. 3

classes, upcoming events and \J 2

church family news. These emails
will give you a chance to signup for
church activities via a reply email. If you have
not received these emails, and wish to, please
let Nancy in the church office know, and she
will add you to the list. The church office email
address is: office@mbccc.org
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Messenger
Monday, January 22nd

January 2008
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For over 25 years, the Novi Emergency Food
Bank has been providing food and general house-
hold items for the underserved of Novi, Wixom
and Walled Lake. This month we are collecting
1# " 3 % 33#1 and # $ for the families.
The collection basket can be found in the west en-

try.
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Total Income

Current Period: $ 19,964.68
Year to Date: $231,496.85
Annual Budget: $292,008.00
Budget Received: 79%
6. "
Total Expenses
Current Period: $ 32,185.52
Year to Date: $267,114.08
Annual Budget: $309,656.00
Budget Used: 86%

#6 " 5 #6, " "
Current Period: -$12,220.84
Year to date: -$35,617.23

IS YOURPLEDGE UP-TO-DATE?

...The Reverend Ritter, Colleen Foster, Norm
Kubitskey, and Nancy Ryder meet every Monday
morning at 10:30 a.m. to touch base, plan the
church activities, and start preparing for the follow-
ing Sunday’s worship.
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...that during the time volunteers put up the Christ-
mas greens at church—Patrick Kuhl, our Minister
of Music, played carols and other holiday songs
for everyone’s enjoyment.

...Norm Kubitskey has trained, and supervises, 8
acolytes who participate every Sunday in worship.

...that over 2 dozen church families and friends
walked in the Novi Holiday Parade. Fun was had
by all—cold fun, but fun nonetheless. And thank
you to Michele Fecht for preparing the Parade
Give-a-ways, a list of our Advent activities at-
tached to a candy cane.

...that 16 women joined together in fellowship at
the Women’s Service Potluck. Art Ritter and
Nancy Ryder joined them for fun, fellowship, and
wonderful food! The group has been meeting
since 1983.

...that the handmade mittens and hats which cov-
ered the Tree of Warmth were made by Dona
Browne and Dolores Hamilton.

...that Marin Ritter is the lead in the 2008 spring
musical at Ball State. Marin, daughter of Art and
Laura, beat out several seniors for the part. The
play is Stephen Sondheim's “Into the Woods”
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Paul Brown

It is hard to believe that 2007 is now history and as we start 2008, | want to thank everyone who was
involved on a board and/or committee this past year.

2007 was a very challenging year for everyone, many of the board’s were faced with difficult deci-
sions that had to be made to improve on programs and level of service offered to our members.
Having been involved in many of these decisions, | can report that we had very strong leadership in
place.

Some of the challenges and opportunities were in Christian Education — Changes made to the PF
program that has resulted in greater attendance and more parental involvement for a stronger pro-
gram that continues to grow, and expand.

Heifer International — Did you know our goal is to buy a cow and other farm animals?
Children of all ages have a greater role in the Sunday service program

Trustees — Numerous repairs / Improvements were made to our building, parking lot.

Check out their bulletin board for a complete list of projects
The Memorial Garden project was completed.

Rally Sunday / Chicken Feast—New menu, and food was added, additional
activities included a train ride, Novi Fire Truck, lawn games were played,
and inside displays showing what we are all about.

Music — New speakers, new choir music, and variety in their performance.
New Senior Minister and new Administrative Assistant were hired.
Social Service — Habitat for Humanity, Remember the Soldiers

Web page — check out the improvements at http://www.mbccc.org
The Messenger and Reverend Ritter's sermons are now online

Meadowbrook is now part of the Michigan Community Child Watch Program
Meadowbrook was involved in the City of Novi Christmas Parade of Lights.

As | look forward to 2008, we are planning even more changes and improvements that will enhance
programs offered and benefit everyone. Coming soon - New Child Protection rules and regulations,
Annual Meeting, and Leadership Conference in February. Happy New Year to everyone.
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Ladies Lunch
Join us at The Breakfast Club in
Farmington Noon on Wednesday, January 9th
For lunch and fellowship.
Ten Mile, 1/2 mile East of Haggerty.

n
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Director of Christian Education
Colleen Foster

# 1 ( 3H*
We are in need of Teachers for the Church
School Lenten wunit, Garden of Geth-

semane. The unit runs from February 10 until
March 16. Although it covers 6 Sundays, teach-
ers will only teach 4 of those Sundays. Please
see Colleen Foster if you have any ques-
tions. Sign-up sheets are in Fellowship Hall.
C 2 The long-awaited ~Confir-
Lonfumalion mation Class at Meadow-
(%{y & -._brook Congregational
Church is about to begin!
Students in grades 7 and higher interested in
Confirmation are invited to attend an informa-
tional meeting on Sunday, January 6th, at 5:00
p.m. One parent or guardian should accompany
each student.

Confirmation is the class through which young
people learn more about their personal faith, the
history of the church, and the responsibilities of
church membership. The students can then de-
cide for themselves whether or not they wish to
become official church members.

The Confirmation Class will hold approximately
8-9 meetings beginning the end of January
through May. The meetings will probably be
held on a weekday late afternoon-early evening.
This year the Confirmation Class will be honored
during our worship service on Pentecost Sun-
day, May 11 (also Mother's Day). If you have
any questions, please contact Reverend Ritter or
Colleen. Signup sheet is in the Fellowship Hall.

W% #% & 3 1'#
The Bible Bucks Store is open on the 2™ Sun-
day of each month during Fellowship Hour. New
packets are available on the information table in
Fellowship Hall.
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The Board of Christian Education is seeking
volunteers to help in the nursery in 2008. The
need for nursery volunteers for our little ones is
greater than ever. With Meadowbrook looking
to institute new youth protection policies in
2008, we will now need two (2) volunteers to
work in the nursery each Sunday and for other
services and events.

At least one volunteer must be 21 years or
older. Volunteers can be related so spouses
can volunteer to work together. This also is a
wonderful opportunity for our high school stu-
dents to volunteer time to their church.

Please consider signing up to help in the nurs-
ery. You can volunteer for a regular rotation
(4-6 Sundays a year) or just 1 or 2 Sundays.
We need anyone willing to help out!

Those interested in volunteering should contact
Michele Fecht at 248.344.9412 or email at
mmfecht@aol.com. There also is a sign-up
sheet in Fellowship Hall.
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During Church School on January 20, the chil-
dren and youth will take part in our 3" Blanket
Day. They will put together no-sew fleece blan-
kets that will then be delivered to C.S. Mott
Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor. We will need
sewing scissors for this project! If you have a
pair that we could borrow for the day, please
label them and leave them in the Scissors Box
in Room 2 (next to the office).
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In our latest unit, Jesus the Good Shepherd, we
will learn about sheep and shepherds and how
that relationship is like Jesus’ love for us. We
will also talk about how we can be like shep-
herds to others. Teachers and shepherds for
this unit include Jennie Bayer, Steve Broda,
Linda Browne, Janet Goldberg, Nikki Goodpas-
ture, Lisa Gross, Karen Lee and Laura Ritter.
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The poinsettias this year have been given by...

In memory of Peter and Elaine Dietrich from their
children and grandchildren

<& "
In memory of our parents, Robert & Dolores Stiffler,
and James and Joyce Hague

#
In memory of Forrest Cheek
1 55
In memory of Norman and Curtis Flammer
* 7 & 1
In memory of Albert Pouliot
) )1 >
In memory of Dr. and Mrs. J. Raymond Dunwell, and,
Roger W. Flowers, Sr., and Richard David Dunwell.
* "2
with appreciation to Jody Scheller for introducing me to
Meadowbrook Congregational Church
% # 7"

In memory of Lysle and Dorothy Steves, and
William and Edna Nicholson

7
In honor of our son, David’s 14th birthday on December 24

In honor of my three children and five grandchildren

> "1
In memory of our fathers, Charles Parr and James Browne

In memory of son James; and in memory of their parents—
Helen and Nolan Bishop and Erma and Clifford Huyck
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Sometime in early 2008, Meadowbrook Congregational Church will be approving a Child Protection Policy. The policy
will be based on those used in other Congregational churches and non-profit organizations which serve children and
youth. Most insurance companies strongly suggest and some even demand that churches develop such a policy for
their volunteers and paid staff.

A child protection policy protects the children involved in the church. We want Meadowbrook to be a safe place to learn
about God and to grow in faith. A child protection policy protects church volunteers and employees. A church that fol-
lows proper procedures to ensure training, visibility and reporting can create an environment where volunteers feel com-
fortable in teaching and ministering with children. A child protection policy protects the church itself. Many churches
have suffered financially and in reputation because of an unfortunate situation involving accusations or real incidents of
child sexual abuse.

Nearly all child protection policies include the

following items: required training for volun-

teers, background checks for employees and

those involved in overnight activities with

youth, and a more formal process for trans-

portation of children and youth. While such JENKINS AD
steps may require more effort for the mem-

bers of the church, such a policy speaks to

our desire to make Meadowbrook a place

which reflects God'’s love and hospitality.

When our policy is formally approved by the
Board of Trustees, it will be introduced to the
members of the congregation for questions
and concerns. If you would like further infor-
mation at this time, please contact Rev. Ritter.

The
Meadowbrook Messenger

21355 Meadowbrook Road, Novi, Michigan 48375-5245
248 348-7757 www.mbccc.org
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